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MP Alistair Burt:

The United Kingdom will always follow its own path. We have an independent foreign policy despite accusations to
the contrary, and we will stick with that. But of course its interests will continue to be aligned with friends over the
next few years, as they have been. As far as the European Union is concerned, to make it very plain, a leaving of
the European Union is not a leaving of our friends in the European Union or our friends in Europe. And | think as
been recently demonstrated with the action in Syria, it makes no difference. Our relationships are strong when our
interests are aligned. We will continue to work together, so | think we can be sure of that. And our interests will
remain aligned with the United States, no matter again that there will be occasions on which we will disagree with
their policies, and in relation to that, | think it is our duty to be honest and open when we disagree

We've seen recently that the UN Security Council is struggling to work effectively. It can no longer stop wars, and if
wars are continuing, it can't end them. That has got to change. We've got to ensure that international conventions
such as those against chemical weapons are adhered to. These things have been constructed over many years
and if they fall, there is huge damage.

No matter how assertive your leadership, you still need friends. And | pick out two of the old partnerships in the
region with Western powers we hope will still be very important in the region. We want the United States for
example to stay engaged with the GCC. The GCC is an important partnership here. We would very much welcome
a resolution of the issue between GCC partners; so that partnership is important to support the leaderships here.

Just to pick out diplomacy - space is going to be needed. Assertiveness should not be aligned with an increasing
sense of the binary - you are either for us or you are against us. The world cannot work if it's constantly divided
into two. There's got to be space to be able to explore areas where we have different views. JCPOA currently is
that space. We all share the same concerns about activities of Iran, and we want to deal with them but we
disagree about how to do it. We can't be placed into a box to say unless you take a particular path then you must
support so and so.

People locally have to find a way to resolve conflicts before we move on. Before we can deal with the
reconstruction ...l think we’ll have to get used to the fact that there is no will certainly in the United Kingdom to
enforce the end of conflicts. We have to find a different way to resolve conflict. But unless the region can, we won’t
be able to move forward.

Both Syria and Yemen are intensely painful. Our efforts are now directed very heavily towards the diplomatic. But
the parties involved have got to see whether they want to be involved in an endless conflict which will go on ad
infinitum. They’'ve got to be participants in ending the conflict themselves, because they won’t be able to rely on
external structures.

If the UN Security Council cannot bring conflict now to an end, and cannot in doing so be part of the peace building
future, then who is going to do that? It has to be done locally. And what we will have to do is give every support to
that. But, it seems to me it is a painful process to go through to get to that stage.

There are causes to conflict that are here not connected with the outside world but, equally, the resilience and the
confidence to deal with them increasingly needs to come from here as well. And that should be the message for
this conference.
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HE Mohamed Dayri:
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Dr. Khaled Mahamid:
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Shady Qubaty:

The war will eventually end in Yemen. The question is when will this happen? But, after the war ends, Yemen will
have to face many economic challenges and that has to do with economic development and rebuilding the
infrastructure, of course after the huge damage which happened in Yemen. And this raises many questions on
how this process will be able to happen.

We have to have an optimistic view on what we want to do with the country after the war in Yemen ends. We need
to have a roadmap so that once the crisis ends, which will eventually happen, how do we move forward? The
question over the development is very important, and it brings a lot of similarities to what we've seen after the
second World War with the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, which aided Eastern Europe and recent
Turkey. And we'll have similar initiatives falling in Yemen and in the region as well, probably in Syria - maybe
through a “Salman “plan or “Al Zayed” plan to try and build up the country again.

As far as what the world and the United Nations could do to help [Yemen] would be to push it towards some
political dialogue.

There is huge generations in Yemen who are currently not getting access to education, and on the other hand, you
have the people who are able to leave the country and have the resources to do so, are leaving to get their
education abroad. So the question is: how will you have a future in the country for people to come back and
rebuild it? And also you have the whole question of brainwashing — which will be a huge issue moving forward for
Yemen.

Yemen is one of the most populist countries in the region, and after the war ends, If you do not have the Yemeni
youth rebuilding their own country - especially with such high levels of unemployment - it will be a breeding ground
for extremist activities, and they would be able to use that platform to push the country towards a further dire
situation.




Dr. Robert Danin:

We have had this region permeated by the cold war with bipolarity, with a conflict between the US and the Soviet
Union played out in this region. And after the collapse of the Soviet Union, we had this unipolar moment, as it was
described, in which you had Pax Americana and the US playing an unchallenged role. And | think what we're
seeing now today is a move towards multi-polarity, in which there are many international players that have become
involved in this region, not just the US, not just Russia - China, India, and other outside players are now active.
And at the same time, at the regional level, you have a very dynamic situation - you have a number of failed states
that we're all aware of, the power vacuums that have been created as a result. You have the traditional Arab
states that once played such an important role - Egypt, Iraq, Syria, and to some extent Turkey from outside - no
longer playing the power projection role. And at the same time new players - Saudi Arabia, the UAE - playing a
new role.

| don’t want to diminish in any way the tragedies of Syria, Libya, and elsewhere. There has been horrendous
bloodshed in this part of the world for too long, and we all need to address it and own it, but we also need to be
thinking: out of all of this, how do we build and move forward in a constructive way, collectively and in partnership?

| think there is a lot that all of us don’t understand about this region, so for sure the United States has a great deal
to learn in this part of the region, as we do - all of us.

All historical analogies are highly imperfect. But if | was right about the way in which we are moving towards a
more durable state system, and especially with the end of pan-Arabism and pan-Islamism, and a move towards
nationalism - in which you have countries in this part of the world pursuing their national interest - in many ways it
seems to me this is analogous, however imperfectly, to the situation in Europe after the French revolution and the
revolutions in Europe, in which out of that firmament was many struggles to create order out of a different type of
order.

Anyone who thinks they can see the future is mistaken, but | think we have the ability to help shape it.

I hear a lot of talk about these various failures of the different regional bodies — the Arab League or the United
Nations — and | think this is really the wrong way to think about it. All of these institutions are only as strong as the
states within them are willing to use and lead within them. They offer the opportunity for coalitions to be created.
The UN itself — how many troops does it have? The Arab League — how many troops does it have? We know the
answer. What are its resources? These are only opportunities for the coalition of power and the coalition of will, but
it takes ultimately states to lead within them. So | think to look at the UN and expect it to solve your problems with
the Arab League is a fallacy. What we need is to see states emerge and use these institutions, build coalitions of
the willing and the able, and we can create order out of the chaos. It will be imperfect, we will see a lot of struggle
in this part of the world, but | remain hopeful and optimistic.

Most of the time we are reacting, we are not proactive. | think especially at this point in time, what we are looking
for more often than not, are opportunities, partners, and situations to work with. | think we are particularly at a
moment that the more you are doing in the region, the more we will work with you. The less we see opportunity,
the more you will see a drift away. | think the days of looking to the United States to solve problems is over, but
that doesn’t mean we are leaving either. We seek to be a partner, but the initiative lies with you.
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